
The Friends of the Cardall Collection 

Southam’s Cardall Collection comprises artefacts, documents, photographs and memorabilia associated with Southam 

and its surrounding villages. Started by the late Mr Jack Cardall, its custodian was Mrs Irene Cardall until her death in 

2007. The County Museum Service inspectors agree that it is an important record of the life and times of our historic 

market town.  The Collection urgently needs a permanent home in Southam where it can be displayed, used and 

appreciated by the general public, local history societies, schools, reminiscence groups and researchers. 

NEWSLETTER 
No 11: Autumn 2012 
 

Chairman’s Update 
 
Another busy year for the Friends of the Cardall 
Collection is drawing to a close, and in January 
2013 we will be starting the 5

th
 year of our 5-year 

lease of the Old Labour Exchange in Warwick 
Road.  As yet we do not know whether we will 
have an option to renew the lease in January 
2014.  However, we are ever hopeful that 
eventually we may have some good news 
regarding a heritage facility within the new town 
centre redevelopment. 
 
A lot of work and discussions have been going on 
since the redevelopment plans for the Victor 
Hodges House, Police Station and Library site 
were displayed in Southam Library last year and 
again earlier this year.  We have been busy 
lobbying both our District and Town Councillors.  
Mayor Mike Gaffney, in particular, has taken a lot 
of interest in the Collection.  He and other 
Councillors are regularly in contact with the 
Chairman to confirm their support and update us 
on progress.   
 
We are now hoping that Orbit Housing 
Association will submit their planning application 
to Stratford District Council before the end of 
2012.  Time is running out for part-funding of the 
project from the Tesco Section 106 money, and 
we know our Town Councillors are pressing hard 
for progress to be made.  Once the plans have 
been submitted, it is likely that there will be a 
Town Meeting to obtain the views of residents and 
other interested parties. We hope you will 
continue to express your support for the inclusion 
of space within the facility for a heritage centre to 
house the Cardall Collection.  
 

Glass Negatives Project 
 
A fascinating collection of glass photographic 
negatives were discovered in the bottom of some 
drawers at Rene Cardall’s former home. The 
process of scanning these negatives and making 
digital versions is now complete, thanks to a lot of 
hard work by Gary Hunt and Nick Cronin.  We 
now have a superb digital record of 450 

photographs, but unfortunately we do not yet have 
any real information about the subjects of the 
photographs.  A selection was shown at the AGM 
in September and some details were collected on 
the people and places in the pictures.  
 
However quite a lot more work still needs to be 
done to discover, record and document all these 
photographs.  
 
Committee member, 
Robert Cardall has 
agreed to spend some 
time going through the 
images to see how 
many he can identify, 
both in terms of 
location and the 
people shown.  If you think you might be able to 
help with this project, we would love to hear from 
you. 
 

No 1 Abbey Lane on TV 
 
After two years, the restoration work on 1 Abbey 
Lane was at last completed and the BBC’s 
Restoration Home programme was aired on 
August 15

th
.  Much to our delight Southam’s 

Cardall Collection was featured in the programme 
with several shots taken at the Old Labour 
Exchange.  The programme featured a discussion 
about life in old Southam between our Chairman 
and the programme’s historian, together with 
photographs from the Collection of 1 Abbey Lane 
dating from the early days of the twentieth 
century. 
 
Feedback from 
the programme 
has been very 
encouraging with 
a surprising 
number of people 
commenting that 
they had seen it. 
Hopefully such 
positive publicity 
will make people 
realise there is 
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more to Southam than the bypass and encourage 
them to visit the town and explore it further.  
 
If you missed the programme, we now have a 
DVD of it in the Collection, which we can arrange 
to loan to members for a small deposit.  Copyright 
forbids us to make copies of it unfortunately! 
 
 

Southam First 2012 Events 
 
We have taken part in two very successful 
Southam First events this year.  On June 2

nd
 we 

had a stall at the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Street 
Party, and then on 29

th
 September we took part in 

“Retro Revival” - the 1960s themed street 
entertainment day.  
 
Both events were really well supported with lots of 
visitors and local people joining in the fun.  Our 
stalls received a lot of attention, and because we 
are a Southam-based charitable organisation, 
Southam First did not charge us a ‘pitch’ fee.   
 
To raise funds at these 
events, we had a 
Jubilee Quiz in June 
and a Southam 
Treasure Trail 
competition in 
September.  For those 
who are still puzzling, 
the answers to the 
Treasure Trail will 
shortly be posted in 
the window of the Old 
Labour Exchange.  The photo shows the winner of 
our Jubilee Quiz – David Boon.   
 
Red White & Blue was the dress code for the 
town’s Jubilee day’s celebrations.  This event 
attracted a lot of support and attention from both 
visitors and local people, who all seemed to enjoy 
the party atmosphere in the town.  Again our stall 
was busy throughout the day.   
 
This photo shows our Treasurer and Secretary 
flying the flag at the Friends’ stall on Market Hill: 
 

This photo shows some of the 1960s ‘Mods’ and 
their scooters, who came along to Southam on 
Retro Revival Day: 

 
Taking part in these town centre events is great 
fun, and has certainly helped to keep us in the 
public eye.  We were also able to raise some 
much-needed cash from our competitions and 
sales.  Many thanks to the volunteers who gave 
their time to help set up and ‘man’ the stalls and 
talk to people about the Collection. 

 

Oral History Update 
 
A fifth CD entitled 'Southam Business' has been 
released and several were sold at the September 
Retro Revival Event in Southam.  This CD 
contains a total of eight contributions, including 
some very interesting rural reminiscences from 
former Land Girls Frances Whitehall and Doreen 
Berry and a valuable record by Edie Plummer of 
all the shops and businesses that used to be in 
Southam on Market Hill and in High Street.  Other 
subjects covered are the hazards of working at 
Long Itchington cement works (Andy Duckett), 
Southam Post Office (Mona Bicknell), 
Stonemasonry (Ray Pullin) and information about 
Southam’s famous Clews’ Zoo (Graham Clews). 
 
Copies of all our CD's will be available for sale at 
the John Turner Festival on November 3

rd
, or can 

be obtained by contacting our Oral History project 
leader, Helen Morris on 01926 812830. 
 
Our next CD is going to focus on Southam's many 
clubs and societies. A few contacts have been 
made with possible interviewees and more would 
be very welcome. Please contact Helen if you 
know of anyone who would be interested in 
recording their memories of clubs and societies 
based in Southam 
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Annual General Meeting 
 
On 18

th
 September we held our 2012 AGM and 

members’ social evening at St Wulstan’s Church 
Hall.  It was attended by about 30 people and was 
enjoyed by all those present.  
 
The evening included a brief formal meeting and 
overview of the year’s activity, followed by a social 
event and display of pictures from the Glass 
Negatives project, and refreshments.  The Mayor 
and Mayoress, Stratford District Councillor Jennie 
Ellard, and two members of Long Itchington 
History group also attended the meeting. 
 
We held a raffle of donated prizes and raised 
nearly £50.  Many thanks to all those who 
attended, and especially those who completed 
membership forms on the night and who paid their 
membership subscriptions for a further year.  
Membership subs become due on 1

st
 October 

each year and have been kept at the same level 
for 2013 - £15 for an individual, £20 for a couple, 
and £5 each for the over-70s. 
 
Our Treasurer, Jenny Frith, has decided to stand 
down after 6 years in the role, and was presented 
with a bouquet of flowers and grateful thanks for 
keeping the books in such good order.  After the 
meeting, the Committee appointed a new 
Treasurer, Pam McConnell, and her position as 
Secretary will be filled by Linda Doyle.  Bernard 
Cadogan remains as our Chairman. 
 
Town Mayor, Mike Gaffney and Friends member 
Adrian Denham enjoy the buffet supplied (and 
served) at our AGM by Committee Member 
Barbara Pink.  

 

Chedham’s Yard Visit 
 
On a lovely, warm Summer evening in mid-
August, a group of 30 people attended a guided 
visit to this Heritage site in Wellesbourne, 
organised by the Friends Committee.  The 
Chedham’s Yard Trust won lottery funding to 
restore a Wheelwright and Blacksmith’s workshop 
that had lain untouched since 1968.  The group 
enjoyed a guided tour of the site, a talk, and then 
refreshments served in the newly opened visitor 
centre.  The demand for places was high, and a 

most enjoyable evening was had by all those who 
attended.   

 
Following the success of this event, the Friends 
Committee decided to organise more social fund-
raising events (see below).    
 

Civil War Social Evening  
 
Our Autumn fund-raising evening – a supper and 
talk about the English Civil War by Kevin Hicks of 
the History Squad - was held at Southam Cricket 
Club on October 25

th
.  Once again demand for 

tickets outstripped supply, with all 70 tickets being 
sold a month before the event.    

 
Kevin Hicks’ talk gave us fascinating insights into 
the English Civil Wars, the life of King Charles 1

st
 

and the devastating effects of local battles on 
everyday life.  “Southam Spuds” supplied hot, 
tasty food on a chilly night, and Southam Cricket 
Club was a great venue.  Barbara Pink was our 
organiser for this event.  Thanks to everyone who 
came along and to Barbara and her many helpers 
for a successful and enjoyable evening. 
 

Hill Close Gardens, Warwick 
 
In early September we worked in partnership with 
Warwick’s Hill Close Gardens during the Warwick 
Heritage Weekend. We assembled a large display 
for this event, with display panels, a banner, two 
showcases of artefacts, a rolling display of over 
100 photographs and a folder containing copies of 
20 documents from the Collection. 
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During the weekend over 300 people visited the 
Gardens. Several visitors asked us for further 
information which hopefully will lead to 
opportunities for further displays and workshops 
raising awareness of the Collection.   
 

Revenue vs Capital Costs 
 
Over the past six years the Friends have made 
significant progress towards establishing the 
Collection as a valuable resource for Southam 
and district.  We have received very generous and 
vocal support from a lot of people.  However, we 
also need money to keep the show on the road.  
 
Insurance and electricity cost us well over £1,000 
per year. Water rates, rent and just a few other 
essential items account for another £1,000.  Next 
year we lose part of our discretionary business 
rate relief, and will need to start paying business 
rates on the premises.  Until now, these revenue / 
running costs have been covered by eking out the  
generous lump sums donated by local individuals, 
Southam Lions, The Misses Barrie Trust and 
Southam Town Council.   
 
Items like our laptop, data projector, printer, 
scanner and display materials, and other items 
that can be used year after year, are called 
Capital items.  We have been successful in 
obtaining grants to buy these, and also to take 
forward specific projects such as the digitisation of 
photographic negatives or running of schools 
workshops.  
 
However, it is almost impossible to obtain grants 
for revenue costs.  Virtually no organisation will 
make a contribution to help pay for insurance, 
even though we need public indemnity insurance 
for the work that we do; and employer’s liability 
insurance to cover the activities of our volunteers.   
 
In the past few weeks we have been very relieved 
and grateful to learn that Southam Town Council 
has again agreed to provide a grant to contribute 
towards our essential revenue costs.  We are also 
undertaking various fund-raising activities to boost 
our finances.   
 
Membership subscriptions currently generate 
about £500 per year, and we have set ourselves a 
target to increase our membership to 200. If we 
could persuade those who signed our petition last 
year to join, we would be in a much better position 
financially.  Annual membership (£15) costs less 
than the price of one first class stamp per week, 
and for the over-70s it is just £5.  If you are not 
already a member, would you consider joining?  
Or could you convert your single membership to a 
joint membership (£20)?  Better still, could you 
persuade a friend or neighbour to become a 
member?   
 

We have recently set up a donation facility 
through BT’s MyDonate website.  This enables 
anyone to donate to the Friends of the Cardall 
Collection online.  We have also set up a Gift Aid 
facility to claim back the tax paid on donations and 
subscriptions.  If you are a taxpayer, please 
consider signing a Gift Aid Declaration for us.   
 

Some Forthcoming Events 
 
John Turner Festival Saturday 3

rd
 November 

We will again have a stall at this annual Arts & 
Crafts festival at Southam College.  There will be 
a small display and an activity and an opportunity 
to learn more about the work of the Friends. 
 
Senior Citizens Action Network (SCAN) 
Tuesday 13

th
 November 

We will be attending an event organised by the 
local SCAN group to be held in the Chapel Barn at 
the rear of Aldine House from 10.30am to 2.30pm.  
Displays, free refreshments, live music, and 
presentations about issues affecting people in 
Southam. 
 
August 2013 – “Living History” Weekend 
We are currently working in partnership with 
members of Southam First, Southam Town 
Council and the Sealed Knot to stage a ‘Living 
History’ weekend next August, inspired by 
Southam’s links to the English Civil Wars.  The 
Sealed Knot plan to present dramatic re-
enactments of some key events in Southam’s Civil 
War history, such as King Charles 1

st
‘s 

proclamation from the Manor House (now the 
Pharmacy), the use of the Olde Mint to make 
coins to pay the soldiers, and the ‘ransacking’ of 
the Parish Church by Cromwell’s Roundheads.  
The Sealed Knot will also be staging a re-
enactment of the skirmish which took place at 
Southam on 23

rd
 August 1642.  The date for this 

event will be 17
th
 and 18

th
 August 2013, and we 

are hoping it will inspire local people to engage 
with their town’s history, and also raise awareness 
of Southam’s important role in the English Civil 
Wars.  To get involved in this event, please 
contact Pam on 01926 814923. 

 
Photo: The Sealed Knot in action at Kineton for the 
Battle of Edge Hill re-enactment 20

th
 October 2012 
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Southam’s Cardall Collection 
 

Information and Contacts 
Are you interested in local history? Do you belong to a local 
community or business group that would be interested in hearing 
more about the Cardall Collection?  Would you like to join the Friends 
and support their work?  This is the information you need: 
 

 
 

General Information, Suggestions or Enquiries: 
Please contact the Chairman, Bernard on 01926 613503 or email 
cardallcollection@hotmail.co.uk  
 

Southam “Walk and Talk”: 
Available for groups - a short guided tour of Southam on level footpaths to see some 
of its most interesting buildings, and hear something about their history, followed by 
tea and chat at the Old Labour Exchange.  Complete session lasts about 2 hours.  
£5 per person to include refreshments.   
Contact: Linda on 01926 814214 to find out more. 
 

Presentations and Talks for Local Groups: 
We can attend one of your group meetings or visit your premises and give a 
presentation and talk about aspects of Southam’s history tailored to your interests.  
Contact  Bernard on 01926 613503 or Linda on 01926 814214.  (A fee will be 
charged by agreement.) 
 

Exhibitions & Workshops: 
Available for residential homes, schools and similar institutions, Reminiscence 
and/or educational workshops with displays and activities appropriate to the age 
group.  Please contact our Outreach Leader: Barbara on 01926 612402. 
 

Attending Events: 
If you would like us to attend your event, festival or exhibition, please contact our 
Events organiser Jenny on 01926 814643 
 

Membership of the Friends and/or Donating: 
If you would like to support our work, please complete and return a membership 
form, with your payment.  A membership/donation form is attached to this 
Newsletter, and includes a Gift Aid Declaration which taxpayers are asked to sign so 
that we can reclaim the tax you have paid on your subscription or donation.  
(Membership is renewable on 1st October each year.) 
 

Thank you for reading this Newsletter.   
Please feel free to pass it on to your friends, relations and colleagues. 
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Friends of the Cardall CollectionFriends of the Cardall CollectionFriends of the Cardall CollectionFriends of the Cardall Collection    
The Old Labour Exchange, 2/4 Warwick Road, Southam CV47 0HN 

 

MEMBERSHIP APMEMBERSHIP APMEMBERSHIP APMEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / DONATION FORMPLICATION / DONATION FORMPLICATION / DONATION FORMPLICATION / DONATION FORM    / GIFT AID DECLARATION/ GIFT AID DECLARATION/ GIFT AID DECLARATION/ GIFT AID DECLARATION    
 
Full Name:  ...............................................................................................................................................................  
(please print) 
Address:  ...............................................................................................................................................................  
 
Postcode: ........................................................................ 
 
Telephone: …………..............……………………..     Email:.…………………………………………………………… 
 
I would like to become a member of the Friends of the Cardall Collection or renew my 
annual Membership, and I enclose herewith my subscription.  
(Current annual subs are: £15 for individuals, £20 for a couple, £5 each for the over 70s) 
I would like to donate the following amount to support the objectives of the 
Friends of the Cardall Collection. 
 
Signed: ………………………………………. ......................................................  
 
Date:  ........................................................ ……………………………………… 

 
Please return this form with your payment to the Treasurer: Pam McConnell, 19 Tattle Bank, Southam CV47 
1NU.  Cheques should be made payable to: The Friends of the Cardall Collection. Payments by internet banking to:  
HSBC Account Sort Code: 40 42 15 Account No: 31436848 Ref: (your name).  
Membership is renewable on 1

st
 October each year.  Many thanks for your support. 

Please tick this box if you require a receipt: 
 
 
 
 
 

GIFT AID DECLARATION  

 
If you pay Income Tax, the Friends of the Cardall Collection can claim back the tax you have paid on your 
subscriptions and donations.  In order for us to claim this tax back, please complete the following Gift Aid Declaration: 
 
Please treat as Gift Aid donations all qualifying gifts of money  
 
today  in the past 4 years in the future  
 
 
Please tick all boxes you wish to apply, and sign the Declaration below.  
 
I confirm I have paid or will pay an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax for each tax year (6 April to 5 
April) that is at least equal to the amount of tax that all the charities or Community Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs) that 
I donate to will reclaim on my gifts for that tax year. I understand that other taxes such as VAT and Council Tax do not 
qualify. I understand the charity will reclaim 28p of tax on every £1 that I gave up to 5 April 2008 and will reclaim 25p 
of tax on every £1 that I give on or after 6 April 2008.  
 
 
Signed: ............................................................................ Date: ......................................................... 
 
Please notify the charity or CASC if you want to cancel this declaration, change your name or home address or no 
longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or capital gains.  
 
Note: If you pay Income Tax at the higher or additional rate and want to receive the additional tax relief due to you, 
you must include all your Gift Aid donations on your Self Assessment tax return or ask HM Revenue and Customs to 
adjust your tax code. 
 

£ 
 

£ 


