Community Archives & Heritage Group
Our vision

The Community Archives & Heritage Group believes that:  
· By collecting, preserving and making accessible documents, photographs, oral histories and many other materials which document the histories of particular groups and localities, community archives and heritage initiatives make an invaluable contribution to the preservation of a more inclusive and diverse local and national heritage.

· Community archives and related projects enrich the lives of those who participate in their activities, as collectors, as volunteers and as users and visitors. 
· Community archives and heritage activities support learning and the acquisition of useful skills, encourage social participation by bringing together people of different ages and backgrounds, and enhance community identity as well as mutual and cross-cultural understanding.

The Community Archives & Heritage Group recognises that:

· Community archives and heritage initiatives come in many different forms (large or small, semi-professional or entirely voluntary, long-established or very recent, in partnership  with heritage professionals or entirely independent) and seek to document the history of all manner of local, occupational, ethnic, faith and other diverse communities.

· A common theme in this diversity is that the initiative, impetus and intellectual ownership of these projects usually resides with members of these communities.    

In acknowledgment of these factors, the Community Archives & Heritage Group seeks to raise awareness of and support the development of the community archive & heritage movement by:

· Encouraging growth and increased participation in community archive and heritage initiatives across the UK.

· Acting as a forum to bring together those involved and interested in community archives to exchange ideas, to offer guidance and advice, and to develop standards and training which support the sustainability and accessibility of community archive and heritage collections.
· Providing a collective voice for community archives, heritage professionals and other stakeholders.
· Acting as a point of contact between community archive activists and other community development practitioners and cultural heritage professionals (including librarians, archivists and museum curators) to enable, where appropriate, mutually beneficial relationships.

· Providing a contact for up-to-date information about similar activities elsewhere in the UK and internationally.

